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Statement by Jamie Collins on His Election to the Deschutes County

Commission

BEND, Oregon — Jamie Collins, a 22-year U.S. Coast Guard veteran, climate scientist, and disaster
responder, issued the following statement after being elected to Position 1 on the Deschutes County

Commission with 54.7% of the vote in initial returns on Tuesday night.

“It is a profound, deeply humbling honor to know that the voters of Deschutes County have placed their
trust in me to serve on the County Commission. I’'m excited to get to work, listening to and incorporating

the diverse perspectives from every corner of this incredible County.

“Deschutes County finds itself in a pivotal moment. We are Oregon's fastest-growing county. We are
Oregon's wealthiest county by per-capita income. And we are also one of Oregon’s least affordable places to
live. The wage workers who keep this place running — the nurses, the firefighters, the teachers, the skilled

trades workers, the line cooks, the home-health aides — cannot afford to live near the jobs they hold.

“I believe each of us has an obligation, as public servants — and every neighbor in this community is a

public servant in their own way — to use the talents we have been given to do something about it.

“One thing I have learned, over and over again, in 22 years of public service is that nothing this meaningful
happens alone. Not on a ship at sea. Not cleaning up an oil spill on a highway in the middle of the night.

Not in a political campaign. And not in county government.

“Together, we’ll work to build more homes that working people can actually afford; we’ll invest in renewable
energy infrastructure projects that bring down utility rates, stave off power shortages, and create
good-paying jobs at the same time; we’ll establish a Day 1 crisis task force to head off our wildfire-induced
homeowners’ insurance emergency; and make development decisions that help keep families and businesses
safe in the next emergency or natural disaster. And we are going to do all of it the same way we did this
campaign. Together. With every voice at the table. With integrity. With hard work. And with the data

driving the hard decisions.”



About Jamie Collins

Jamie Collins is a 22-year U.S. Coast Guard veteran, climate scientist, and disaster responder running for
Position 1 on the Deschutes County Commission. He has led responses to more than 300 oil spills and

natural disasters across central and eastern Oregon.

He has received endorsements from elected officials including County Commissioner Phil Chang, Oregon
Secretary of State Tobias Read, State Sen. Anthony Broadman, State Rep. Emerson Levy, Bend Mayor
Melanie Kebler, Bend City Councilors Steve Platt and Ariel Méndez, Redmond City Councilors John Nielsen
and Clifford Evelyn, local public safety leaders like Retired Bend Police Chief Jim Porter and Retired Bend
Fire & Rescue Operations Chief Bob Madden, organizations like Vote Vets, Climate Cabinet, the Central
Oregon Building and Construction Trades Council, North Coast States Carpenters Union, Oregon AFL-CIO,
Oregon League of Conservation Voters, Run On Climate, Sierra Club, Ironworkers Local 29, SEIU, and

community leaders across Deschutes County.

Deschutes County residents can learn more about Collins at hitps://www.collinsddeschutes.com or follow Jamie on

Instagram @collins4deschutes.
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